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Education

1974 -1981 Physics studies, University of Munich

1982 -1983 Graduate student, Institut Laue-Langevin, Grenoble
1984 PhD, University of Munich

1984 - 1986 Postdoc, Cornell University, Ithaca, New York

1986 - 1991  Scientist, University of Munich

1991 Habilitation (experimental physics), University of Munich
Positions

1992 Guest Professor, University of Mainz

1993 Offer of Fiebiger professorship,

University of Wiirzburg (declined)
1993 -1997 Full Professor, University of Wuppertal

1997 - 2009 Director, Max Planck Institute for Metals Research, Stuttgart,
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2005 - 2006 Managing Director, Max Planck Institute for Metals Research

since 2009 Chairman of the DESY Board of Directors and
Full Professor, University of Hamburg

since 2013 Vice-President of the Helmholtz Association
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Deutsche Physikalische Gesellschaft (DPG)
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2002 Pin of Honour of Technical University Munich
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Current advisory activities (selection)

Council of the European Synchrotron Radiation Facility (ESRF), Grenoble
Council of the European XFEL X-ray laser, Hamburg

Board of Governors, Argonne National Laboratory, University of Chicago
BESAC Committee of the Department of Energy (DOE), Washington
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Research fields

» Conception of new analytical methods using synchrotron radiation
and neutrons

» Surface-sensitive X-ray scattering

« Diffuse X-ray and neutron scattering

» Order-disorder phenomena in condensed matter
« Fluctuations in matter

« Solid-liquid interfaces

« Binary alloys and phase transitions

« Ice surfaces and interfaces

« Organic films and nanostructures

e Nano-oxidation

Publications

» 200 publications in peer-reviewed journals between 1983 and 2009
« 10 0000 citations (Google Scholar)
* h-index: 55
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